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who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). 

As there is no new birth without repentance and faith, so there is no 
healthy spiritual growth without a life of discipline. Discipline is the cultivation 
and nurture of the spiritual life in both its personal and corporate dimensions. 
Public worship, participation in the sacraments, prayer, Bible study, service to 
others, stewardship, fellowship, and other spiritual disciplines all enhance the 
Christian’s growth. A life of discipline prepares us individually and communally 
for passionate engagement in the work of Christ in our world. It is through 
transformed people that God transforms our world. It is for this reason we 
are called into new life. A life of discipline seeks to avoid moral and spiritual 
indifference on the one hand and oppressive legalism on the other. 

In his letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul declares: “You were taught 
to put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded by its 
lusts, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe yourselves 
with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24). 

While the pursuit of holy living does not earn God’s favor, it pleases 
God. It allows the Spirit to fill the Christian with joy and makes the Christian 
an effective agent of reconciliation. 

A commitment to the whole mission of the church. The Covenant 
Church has always been characterized by its involvement in mission. The 
earliest name attributed to Covenanters was “Mission Friends,” people 
who covenanted together for the purpose of common mission both far and 
near. They understood the work of mission to be evangelism and Christian 
formation, as well as the benevolent ministries of compassion and justice in 
the face of suffering and oppression. This is the legacy of Pietism, which was 
instrumental in pioneering the Protestant missionary movement. An early 
Pietist, August Hermann Francke (1663-1727), described this when he said 
that the Christian lives for God’s glory and the good of one’s neighbor. At Halle 
in Germany, Francke was instrumental in developing a Pietist university that 
educated pastors, teachers, and missionaries. Pietists there founded orphanages, 
a hospital, a pharmacy, a printing press, and a great library devoted to a global 
vision of Christian service. We remain a community of friends committed to 
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this whole mission of the church.
Jesus made it clear that if his followers were to love him, they must keep 

his commandments. He said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and 
first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets” 
(Matthew 22:37-40). This is the great commandment. 

The Covenant Church is also committed to the great commission of 
Jesus Christ: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Established by the gospel and grace of Jesus Christ, the church exists by 
doing mission—the great commission and the great commandment—as fire 
exists by burning. The church’s mission is faith active in love, and the two 
cannot be separated without diminishing the gospel. As Christ’s representative 
in the world, the church is to be an agent of grace, entrusted with the message 
of reconciliation, hope, justice, and peace. At the end of his life, Jesus declared 
his disciples his friends, meaning they shared with him a common passion for 
his mission in the world (John 15:13-15). Covenanters as Mission Friends 
have broadly understood mission to be the befriending of others, and all that 
God has created, in the name of the One who first befriended us. 

Covenanters, like all Christians, are called to proclaim this good news 
with their lives and words, and by the love and integrity of their communities. 
In faithful witness, the lost are found in Christ. In acts of generosity and 
compassion, people are ministered to and justice is proclaimed. In the work 
of evangelism and mission, we seek to embody the presence of Jesus Christ 
with head, hands, voice, and heart. Jesus called on his disciples to carry their 
own crosses, and in this joyful way of suffering and service we embody his 
ministry of reconciliation and proclaim the reality of the kingdom, which 
extends to every person in every land and to the whole of creation. The 
Covenant Church, therefore, is “committed to reaching across boundaries of 
race, ethnicity, culture, gender, age, and status in the cultivation of communities 
of life and service.”5 This mission belongs to the whole church, the spiritual 
priesthood of all believers—women and men, young and old, laity and clergy.
5 From the Preamble to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Evangelical Covenant Church.
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The Covenant Church seeks to hold together proclamation and 
compassion, personal witness and social justice, service and stewardship in 
all areas of life. God makes all things new and calls God’s followers to share 
this mission. Those who neither know nor love the Lord Jesus as well as those 
enduring poverty, suffering, inequality, and injustice cannot be ignored. In 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ, “God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 
his cross” (Colossians 1:19-20). This bears witness to God’s boundless passion 
for both the souls and earthly lives of all people, and for all that God has made. 
When we address not only the consequences but also the causes of suffering, 
we live out what it means to be the body of Christ in the world.  

The church as a fellowship of believers. Martin Luther, in the midst 
of the Reformation era, made a daring suggestion for the organization of the 
church: 

[Christians] should sign their names and meet alone in a house 
somewhere to pray, to read, to baptize, to receive the sacrament, 
and do other Christian works. According to this order, those who 
do not lead Christian lives could be known, reproved, corrected, 
cast out, or excommunicated, according to the rule of Christ 
(Matthew 18:15-17). Here one could also solicit benevolent gifts 
to be willingly given and distributed to the poor, according to 
St. Paul’s example (2 Corinthians 9). Here would be no need of 
much and elaborate singing. Here one could set out a brief and 
neat order for baptism and the sacrament and center everything 
on the Word, prayer, and love.6  

Luther saw the ideal church as a gathering of those who confess faith 
in Jesus Christ, commit themselves to each other, and submit to no authority 
other than Jesus Christ, the Lord of the church. The Covenant Church seeks 
to realize the value of this ideal.

The roots of this view of the church are found in two basic New 
Testament emphases: 

6 Ulrich S. Leopold, ed., Liturgy and Hymns (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1965) p. 53.
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